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OFFICE GF T1E
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

Aprl 4, 2006

Honorablo Secretary

United States Department of the Interior
1848 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 200240

Re: County of San Bemardino, California; RS2477 Righis of Way-Nolice of
intention to File Sult

Dear Secretary:

Pursuant to 28 U.8.C.A. Seciion 2409a (m) [Real Propaity Quiet Tile Actions],
the County of San Bemarding on bshalf of itself and its ditizens (harginafter
raferred to as "County”} hereby gives you notice, in your officlal capacity as
Secretary of the U.S. Depariment of the interlor with jurisdiction t manage
faderal lands within the county, of the County's intention o file suit with regard 1o
the ownership, control and scope of highway rights of way acquired pursuant o
RS 2477 {43 U.8.C. Section 932).

The basis for the action is the continuing dlsputs between the Department of the
interior and the County of San Bernardino regarding the County's RS 2477
highway righis and the Dapartment's policles and actions adverse to those rights
{including but not lmited to actions ensulng from and pursuant io the Federal
Land Policy Management Act 43 USC 1701 eof 8. and the Celifornia Desert
Protection Act of 1884 16 USC 410aas ¢f seq.). Federal officials under your
jurisdiction have closed or attempted to closs highways, which are part of the
County's highway system across federal lands and interfered with the actions of
the County and its authonized agenis in conjunction with the regulation, oporation
and management of these highways, Historkeslly, approval by the federal
govemnmerd has novor been required to exercise rights granted by RS 2477
Officials in your sdminfetration are now claiming that RS 2477 rdghts of way
require their official recognition and maintenance adlvitiss require their
permission. Thiz action on behalf of the fedsral agents amounts to & federal
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claim of interest adverse o that of the County. Varlous intersctions bstween the
County and federal officials have failed o resciva the situation.

Each of the rghts hereln described was sstablished prior o 1576 over
unreseived fedam| land in a manner consistsnt with law as recognized and set

out In S =g and Management, el al.
426 F. 3% 735 (10 Cir 2005)

The roads and highways subject o this nolice ars those set forth in Bxhibit A
This claim indudes for sach highwsy sufficlart width which Is reasonabls and
necassary for the type of use to which the road has been put including but not
timited to sufficlent area for maintenance, dralnage, ditches, culverts, shoulders,
and cut siopes as existed on or before October 24, 1878,

The County doas not walve any rights to roads and highways not identified in this
notics and may file additional notices and make subsequent claims aa necessary
untll such time as title 1o all RS 2477 highways ate resolved.

Sinceraly,”

BiLL POSTMUS, Chairman -

Board of Supervisors /

Hoft. Howard P. *Buck® MeKeon
Assietant Sscretary/Acting Secretary
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BLACK CANYON ROAD:
Description:

Black Carvon Road is a County Maintained Road Syatam Road (CMES) Just over 20 miles long
from the intemection with Essex Rosd on the bejade near the Providence Mouniaine State Park
sntranos, brendinyg essertially north o the Intetssction with Ceder Canyon Road north of Round
Vallmy. Black Canyon Road Is first listed as maintained by the County of Sen Bernardino under
the name "Black Canyon Road” In the 1838 Road Maintenance Book, indioniing that &t was
adopiad into the county systers g1 soma point between July of 1835 and May of 1836 The
maintainad alignmant varies In length and description from 1838 o 1851, By 1861, howaver, tha
gawmm‘;}:ggnmwm}saga from Essex Fosd north to Gedar Ceapyon Road was firmly

The general alignment now known as Black Canyon Road has, In fact, been an imporan
transportation Gk for gt Jeast 100 years.
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CEDAR CANYON ROAD:

Daacripilon:

Cedar Canyon Foad is a County Malntained Rosd System Road (CMIRE just over 21 milss
long from the inlerssction with Kelso-~Cima Road sast 1o Lanfalr-ivanpeh; 2.3¢ milss of Cedar
Canyor i paved from Kaleo-Cima Road oast, the rest s graded nafive solls, By 1948/1947,
the County maittained & named Cedar Danyon Road alignment from *Goff Rd. W% Cima Rd.
viz Govt Holes." Saedar Canyon Road ie, in fack, first fisted 58 belng maintained under his name
int the 1848 Road Maintenance Book. Prior fo 1841, he same alignmant {Cima to Lanfalr vi
Govt. Hole) was malntained by the County under the gerwerie rame of “Cima Roads”

As early as 1860, much of the aligrmant now known ap Codsr Canyon Road served as an
importard interstate  feneportalion Dnke This tuly histords fransportation rowle 18 most
appropriately known se the Mojave Road, and B was carshlly mappad by Thompson in 1821 as
e “CHd Government read to Oid Fort Moheve.®
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Cllia ROALS:

Description:

Cirna Road is a paved County Mainened Road Systers Road {CMRS) just over 173 miles long
from the intersection with Kelso-Dima Road on e flacks of the CTima Doma, tending

ssgentially north-west 1o the intersection wilh interstaie 15 sast of the town of Baker near Valley
Weiks,

By 1920, an alignmem (ncluding the exdsting alignment) known gs "Clmg Road" lsading from
s&w Highway #91 (now the L15) to Kelso by way of Cirna was being mainigined by the County
of San Bernardino,

Gd/21720408 FRY 18503 PTX/IY NG 8440}

Lo/BEE
fOooas02e

WyNia



pruy gy FAX
1838 FRX

ESSEX ROAL:
Deecripton:

Essex Roed s o County Maintained Road Systers Road (CMRS) paved road just over 14 miles
jung from the Intarsection with Interstste 40 north and west 10 the Providsnss Mouniaing Stats
Park. The road foliows the nailve terrain with ordy minor cut and 688, mainly long straight
sagmants with several relatfvsly stsep curves, The Courdy of Sen Bemsidine bagarn
malntaining the sniire length of roadway known today as Essex Road by 1933 (the first
uppaarance of this named afignment In a County Road Malntensncs Book), This road led fram
Essex North 1o Caves.”

In mddition, a smali portfion of what Is now malttained by the Courdy of Sen Bemardino azs
Essex Roat hes wdeted for over 100 years.
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GOFFS ROAD:

Description:

Goffs Road 18 a Counly Malntained Road System Road (CMRE) paved road just under 28.5
miles long from the intersection with National Tralls Highway north and east to the junction with
Stae Highway 85. A significard portion of the alignment betwean intarstate 40 north and sast 1o
Goffs, parallels tha rall tracks and provides the boundery mad for the Molave Preseree; a
distance of approximately ten milss. There are two msfor roadway alignmerns, “Histede™ and
“Pregent” krnown as andlor ldeniified es Golfe Road. Today, the southern ssction (Soulh of
Cedar Canyon Road) of ihe "Higlorie” Goffs Road Is known as Lanfalr Rosd, and the northem:
section (North of Cedar Cenyon Road) i known gs vanpah Road. The "Praseat” Goffs Road
alignment axtends from Netiora!l Tralls Highway (Old Route 66) on the south to Armowhesd
Junetion on tha north,
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HALLORAN SUMMIT ROAD:

{escription:

Halloran Summit Road is a short section as County Multntained Road Systern Rosd (CMRS)
paved road Just under 0.25 milss long from the nisrsaction with interstate 15 north and sowsh.

The Halleran Summit Road aligrinent, like Halloran Springs Road, was created in 1980/1981,
during construction of the 115 Freewsy from Baker to Cima Road.
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IVANPAH ROAD:
Deacription:

hvanpah Road g & County Maeintsined Road System Road (CMIRE] just undar 32 miles jong: an
extengion of the slignmernt of Lanfair Road from the “T° Intersection with Cadaer Canyen Road,
the sits of the now vanished setflement of Lanfalr, north 1o the Interssction with Nipton Read.
Approximately 12 mies of lvanpal Foud s graded dirl, the remaining 17.71 miles of hannah
Read le paved from eouth of the rall iracke 1o the intereaction with Niplon Road, fvanpah Rosd
hag been maintainad by the County of San Hemardine for over 75 years, Historically, taday'
hvanpah Road wee part of & much longer alignment mainiained by the County of San
Bemandino under the name "Gofls Roaa.” Today, this “Historie” seuion of Goffs Road is knawn
as vanpah Rosad (norh end) and Lanfalr Road {south and), and i extends from Goffs Road
norn 1o Nipton Road. The cidest known name for this aligrment Is the “Goeodaprings — Gofis
road” (Thotnpson-19213. :
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KELBAKER ROAD:
Description:

Kolbaker Road is & County Maintained Road Syster Foad (CMRS) over 80 miles In length that
ariginates on National Traile Higheay and Uende nocth to treverse the heart of the Mohave
Preserve. For this description Kalbaker Road eptars the Mojave Praserve north from inlerstale
40 trends east and north o tha Kelso Dapat, crogses the rail tracks, then north over the saddie
of tha mountalne whoss highest point s Keleo Peak then north and west past cinder sanes and
iava flows down (0 the Mojave wash/Sody Laks Intarsecting with Intersiate 15 and the junction
with he road o Death Valisy, SH 127 at Baker.

Today's Kelbuker Road s actusliy an amalgem of sevaral estlier roads and rosd systems
savaral of which ware mainteingd by both the County of Ban Bemardinge and/or private

over differemt periods of time. Rosds of interest Indude Keiso Road, ClifiBarmss
Read, Vulcan Mine Road, “0Old Govemnment roed to Ot Fort Mohave® (Mojeve Road), the road
o Siver Lake, ard an unnamed road leading from Bagded on the AT, & S.F. railmad
norfrhwards 1o Keleo, Those disparate road allgnmonts were combined by the County of San

Bernaitding Into the present Kelbaker Road alignment In 1858, including a section of nawly
constructad roadway.
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KELSG-CHIA ROAD:
Geucription:

Kelso-Cima Reoad s 8 Courdy Malnigined Road Systen Road (CMRE) peved road lust under 19
milsy lohg from the rsmsecton with Kelbaker Roasg north and sast to the jundtion with Clmg
Foud and Moming Star Mine Hoad near the watershed betwesn fhe Kelso Valley and the
tvanpah Valiey. A sighificant poriion of the afignment befwesn Kelbakesr Road north and sast o
Cima, paraiels the rait racks. Kelso Cima Road has been condinuously meintained by the
County of San Bemardine since pirior {6 1829, 1 was bulll ciren 1006 as & ponstruction road
adjacent (o the UP.R K tracks.
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LANFAIR ROAD:

Degoription:

Lanfalr Rord s a County Malntained Rogd System Road (CMIRS) just over 16 miles long from
e “T" intersaction with Goffe Road northwest 1o the interssction with Cadar Cenworelvanpah
Roads; 10.3% miles of Lardalr Road is paved from Goffs Roud north, the rest is graded dirt,

Larfalr Rond has been mainsined by the County of San Bamardine for over 75 years.
Historically, today's Lanfslr Road was part of & much jonger alignment maintained by the
County under the name Goffs Road. Today, this “Historic” section of Goffs Rond is known s
vanpah Rond {(north end) and Lanteir Road (south and), and it edends from Soife Road north
© Nipton Hoad,
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MORNING STAR MINE ROAD:

Description:

Moming Star Mire Roud is v paved County Maintained Road Susters Road {CMIRS) st cver
16 miles oy frofs the interesction with Kelso-Oime/Cime Road north and east 1 lvanpah Roay
which it intersects as & “T°. Portions of what i rnow Known a5 Moming Sier Mine Road have
senved as 8 travelsd way for over 100 years. The alignment s depictad, at least In part, on the
1886 Parris’ Miners Map.
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NEW YORK MOUNTAIN ROAD:

Deagcription:

New York Mounteln Hoad s an unpaved County Maintained Road System Road (CMRS) just
over six mites fong from the intersection with (vanpah Rosd which It intersacts as a *T” waest ©
whefe it provides sccess o 4 series of noremalntalned trafls and roads.  New York Mountaln
Road s firet fisted in the 1935 Rond Maintenance Book, There I8 no fisting for New York
Mountain Road in the 1934 Road Meintenanoe Book.
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MIFTON ROAD:

Description:

Nipton Road is @ paved Courty Maintained Road Syeterm Road (CMRS) just over 13 imlles long
from the Intersection with intarstate 15 sast 1o the Nevada State Line vanpah Roed nlersetts
as a “T” approximately five miles sast of 1118 Nipton Road may be considsred s boundary Road
for the Mojave Praserve, separating the Praserve from the hvanpah Dry Lake. The County of
San Bamardino has maintained portions of that section of roadwsy leading from State Highway
K}"i {how the 18} sastwards through Niplon o the state line {(the presemt Nipton Road
slignmaent} baginning as sarly as 1831,
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